It is rather more than a century since Frangois Magendie took up the study of the cerebro-spinal fluid, and in that time much work on its physiology has been done and much knowledge has been gained. But 
its function in the economy of the nervous system, still remain without a complete and certain answer.
As to the rate of formation, the circulation and absorption of the cerebro-spinal fluid and to its variations in pressure, very little was known during the nineteenth century. Magendie appears to have been the first to recognise the pressure under which the cerebro-spinal fluid existed in the normal living animal. He even attempted to measure it with a manometer tube. But he was chiefly interested in its variations with venous pulsations which, he considered, drove the fluid to-and-fro between the cranium and the spinal canal. He also recognised that the fluid was re-formed after removal. Luschka, whose name is associated with that of Magendie in the nomenclature of the foramina of the fourth ventricle, also made observations on the cerebro-spinal pressure which he found to 
